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Dear People of St. David’s,

B

y now you are well aware that our church has returned to all-online
worship using Zoom. It is a major disappointment for me and for all the
people who worked so hard to create a safe space for worship, as well as those
who worked so hard to bring the in-church services to everyone else on
Zoom. The Eucharist Service we developed, making some modifications to
the Book of Common Prayer, allowed us to receive physically the Body and
Blood of Christ (our theology tells us that both are present in just one of the
forms–bread or wine). While we created a safe environment, we never
reached the maximum attendance that the safety regulations permitted. I have
heard from a goodly number of our parishioners that they feel that they are
spiritually supported by the Zoom service. I am very happy to hear that. I
gave a great deal of thought to how that Service would go. I know that good
ritual always has an element of familiarity, so I tried to keep the basic structure
as similar as possible to what we usually followed pre-covid. It was also clear
that we are not happy with what is going on in our country and in the world.
So in order for our worship to honestly be an expression of our hearts, it
became clear that an element of Lament needed to be a part of it. So, for the
present, we will revert to an Order of Service like the one we used through the
Spring and Summer.
Our online Services will be adapted once again, as we enter into the Season of
Advent. Just as it would be if we were worshiping in our church, the Service
will begin with a lighting of a candle in the Advent Wreath. Families with
young children will lead that (just as has been the custom at St. David’s), but
they will do so on Zoom. I highly encourage every home to have some form
of Advent Wreath appropriate to your home, and to join in the candle
lighting. Brian Katona, our organist and Music Director, will work to provide
appropriate Advent music, and some of our wonderful choir members will be
serving as cantors and music leaders. There is a great deal of wonderful
Advent music in the Episcopal Church, and we will use some of that through
this season. You are urged to sing along, full volume, so our song will rise up
to God.
I realize that some of our members are strong proponents of our in-person
worship. There are many people in our nation who believe that concerns
about Covid are over-blown. You cannot watch TV, read a newspaper, or
listen to the radio without hearing people take that position. St. David’s has
put a lot of money and energy into making our environment as safe as
possible. The greater part of those who have come for in-church worship are
older members who are characterized as the kind of people most vulnerable to
severe results if they are infected.
(continue on pg. 2)
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Churches have a double obligation. We must care for our own members, and we also have an obligation to
love our neighbors– even those who are not our members. By closing, we send a message that this
pandemic is to be taken seriously. That's not a message that everyone – even our own members – have
adopted. The message that we would be sending to our own people as well as to non-members if we had
not reacted by returning to exclusively online worship would be that the pandemic is not as serious as most
scientific authorities are stating. If we are proved by subsequent research or events to be wrong, and to
have over-reacted, I believe that our intention will still have been the right one. And if we had not taken
every precaution, and in that we should be proved wrong, it could be disastrous.
How long will we worship at home? I don’t know. We will carefully monitor the rate of infection in New
Jersey and in our region. It is possible that, just as we missed being in our church for Holy Week and
Easter, we will miss being there for Christmas. I am working on a service for Christmas Eve. Our
Children’s Ministers are working on a Children’s Christmas Eve Service to be held outdoors (rain, or snow,
they tell me). I don’t think we can make that available on Zoom, but I will see if we can catch it on video
and post it so everyone can see it on our Facebook page or from our website. I have already put together a
Zoom service for Christmas morning at 10:00.
The people of St. David’s have been wonderful through this. As various needs have been identified,
members have come forward to generously meet that need with labor or with money. You have been very
supportive of me and the ministers who work to provide worship, and you have been kind and
understanding to the Vestry. They have provided work and leadership through this extended emergency.
Like me, they had no idea that this would be the primary focus of their work, but they have remained
good-natured and creative. They are once again entering into the process of seeking a new Rector for St.
David’s, and they remain cheerful. The annual Meeting will be coming up after the holidays, and there will
be Vestry positions to be filled. Last year, I announced that those who were elected to the Vestry would
have the final say on who the next Rector will be. Once again I make that proclamation. Serving on the
Vestry of St. David’s does have some responsibilities, but it means joining some very dedicated people to
shape the present and future of the parish. Finally, I urge anyone who might not yet have sent in your
pledge card to take this opportunity to do so, so that the Vestry can use that information to create the
budget for next year.
If you find that you want to talk about anything, I am available by phone or by email. 478-234-3697 and
donaldcaron1@gmail.com Once again, I remind you that there is a scam that seems not to go away. I will
never email or text you for financial help, especially not a gift card of any kind. If you get any
communication like that, disregard it.
God bless you and keep you safe.
Fr. Don+

Thank you to:
C

The Stewardship Committee - Jean Hegedus, Jessica Lewis Kelly, Ben Hicks, David Miller,
Deanna Emerson, and David Thomsson for their thoughtful, prayerful leadership of the Stewardship
Campaign.

C

The Aris Family - Brijette, Marcus and Mallory, Gil Quinton, Zack Duck, Amy Mansue, and
Jessica Lewis Kelly for recording a Stewardship Minute and speaking from the heart about
St. David's, their church home.

C

St. David’s Altar Guild for hosting the Advent Wreath to Go Event and Kathy Herzog and
Abbi Clissold for coordinating.

C

Kim Duck, Anne Holmes and Sunday School Teachers for planning the Thankful4u drive-by event.
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December Outreach - Please Give Generously
Putting faith into action, Habitat for Humanity of Burlington and Mercer Counties partners with families in
need and volunteers to transform lives through decent and affordable housing. Over the past 30 years,
HFHBMC has built more than 250 homes in the Burlington and Mercer counties.
Habitat does not give away houses. It partners with hard-working families who dream of homeownership
and are willing to work for it. Habitat homeowners are determined to create a permanent solution to their
housing struggles by selling the home at a modest price with an interest free mortgage. In addition, each
Habitat partner family must complete 250 to 400 hours of “sweat equity” to build their home.

The African Team Ministry craft sale will be virtual this year!
Please visit their online shop at https://africanteamstore.square.site
Thank you for continuing to support this ministry.

It’s that time of year again - only different! RISE will be holding a
Virtual Toy Drive this year. To participate go to the RISE website
https://www.njrise.org and select Toy Drive. You choose an amount to
give a gift to one, two, three or more children. And if you want, you can
check the 'write a comment' box and add that the gift is from St. David's
Cranbury. Let’s keep St. David's always outstanding generous response
going!

Something New in Pastoral Care!
Telephone Call Ministry
We want to stay connected as a St. David’s community, so several of our
parishioners have each taken a page from the roster and will call everyone on that
page – including YOU - every month or two.
They are calling to have a friendly visit with you. It’s something we can do as
“way of love” – a way our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry calls us to live and be for one another.
Don’t be surprised when you hear from us!
Pastoral Associate Kate will continue making her calls, but now you’ll also hear from another St. David’s
parishioner as well.
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St. David’s Episcopal Church
In-Person Worship Gathering
Temporarily Suspended
Because of the recent rise in the infection rate of Covid-19 in the state of New Jersey, the Bishop
has counseled churches of the Diocese to suspend in-person worship. For the time, St. David’s
will revert to the kind of online Zoom service that we had through the spring and summer. A
special Advent service bulletin for our Zoom services will be found on the Events page of the
website. You are encouraged to have an Advent Wreath at home, and join as families from the
parish lead the candle lighting beginning next week. We have every reason to hope that major
shut-down across the state will bring a decrease in the infection rate and allow us to resume
in-person worship before Christmas.
When the church is once again open for worship, registration for the in-person service is primarily
online, using the link found on the Events page of the parish website. It will cap attendance at 25
households. We will keep three future services up so that you can pre-register. Right now, it seems that
the maximum number of registrants is not being met, so if you have already attended a service and you
would want to attend the following week, you may do so.
Registration for services will remain open and only close once the maximum capacity limitation of 25 is
met.
The altar party (priest, deacon, lay reader, music director) must also register (remember to put your title
next to your name.)
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If you haven't yet pledged, please return your pledge card to the office, 90
S. Main Street, Cranbury NJ 08512 or pledge online - click on the 'Stewardship'
tab. To make it easy to pay your pledge, you can use the bill pay system at
your bank. Schedule a monthly transaction and the bank pays the postage for
mailing the check. It would be automatic and no cost to you or the church.
For anyone considering paying part of your 2021 pledge in advance,
remember the CARES act (the coronavirus stimulus legislation) includes
several changes to the Federal Tax Law regarding charitable
contributions:
·

For the 2020 tax year, individuals can deduct $300 in charitable contributions from their
gross income even if they do not itemize their deductions. Donations must be made in
cash to a charity. Gifts of appreciated securities, and gifts to a donor advised fund or sup
porting organization, do not qualify.

·

Donors who itemize their deductions can usually deduct cash contributions up to 60% of
their adjusted gross income. For 2020, that cap is lifted, and donors contributing cash to
charity may deduct up to 100% of their income, a significant tax savings for anyone able to
contribute larger amounts. Again, this is only for gifts of cash, and only for gifts made
directly to charity (not to donor-advised funds).

·

Please consult your tax advisor.

You Are Invited to Contemplative Prayer
St. David’s and St. Francis Dunellen, are partnered to offer us multiple opportunities for
Contemplative Prayer each month. St. David’s meets on the 1st and 3rd Monday of each
month at 7 PM - December 7th and 21st. http://www.stdavidscranbury.com/events.html You
can phone into St. David’s Zoom by calling 1-646-876-9923, meeting ID 451 815-3355#, and
when prompted for participant ID press #.
St. Francis’ group meets every Wednesday at 1 PM - https://www.stfrancisdunellen.org You can phone
into St. Francis Zoom by calling 1-669-900-6833, meeting ID 595-854-4455 #, when prompted for
participant ID press #, for password enter 2475689.
No experience with silent prayer or meditation is needed, just the desire to pray “the simplest form of
prayer there is” (Cynthia Bourgeault), and at a time such as this, keeping it simple may be exactly what is
needed! We provide an introduction to contemplative prayer at the beginning of each session.
If you have any questions or would like to learn about contemplative prayer before joining us, contact
Kate at 609-658-7315 or k_oconnor22@verizon.net
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It’s Almost Here!

What is Giving Tuesday? Simply a day that encourages people
to do good! Since its inception in 2012, it has grown into a global
movement, inspiring hundreds of millions of people to give,
collaborate, and celebrate generosity.
When is it celebrated? Tuesday, December 1st
How Can I Participate? You can make a difference in our
community by contributing to Saint David’s Outreach. Please
consider giving what you might have donated through any one of
our fundraisers, for example:

•
•
•
•

$15 —
$30 —
$75 —
$125 —

the price of a Fantasy Auction ticket
a Women’s Tea Ticket
a hole on the Golf Course
for a Foursome at our Golf outing

You can also encourage your family and friends to join in.
No amount is too small to positively impact the need that is
greater than ever.
Donations can be made directly from the
pledge page on our website, by clicking the
Giving Tuesday button. With your help, we
can continue to support those most in need.
Thank you for your generosity!
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Women’s Lunch and Learn Group
Our next meeting is on Wednesday, December 9th from 12:30-2:00 PM on St. David’s
Zoom account. Click on the button on the website’s events page to enter. You can also
join us by telephone at 1-646-876-9923, meeting ID 451 815 3355#, and when prompted for a participant’s ID, enter #.
We’re completing our reading of Christ the Lord -The Road to Cana by Anne Rice, and
choosing our next book to begin in January.
Come and be part of our friendly and welcoming group!

Christmas Services
at St. David’s Church
December 24

4:30 pm
10:00 pm

Family Christmas Eve Service (Outdoor)
Christmas Choral Eucharist ( Zoom)

December 25

10:00 am

Christmas Eucharist (Zoom)

Children’s Christmas Eve Service + 12/24/20
This year, our Children’s Christmas Eve Service will be outdoors – rain or shine – beginning at 4:30
PM in the parking lot ‘island.’ Please consider wearing a simple costume of either a head dress, walking
staff, or maybe a long robe! Spacing ourselves in family units about a new crèche scene, we will
gradually fill it with the animals and figures of the Nativity while reading the Story of Jesus’ Birth!
PLEASE JOIN US! You can Register to attend with Jean Hegedus (jean.t.hegedus@lycra.com) and
let her know whether your family would like to offer one of the READINGS! Please call me if you
would like to Help, or with any questions.
Deacon Hank Bristol 609-915-5134 c
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Diocesan Convention
On November 14, the 236th Diocesan Convention was held via Zoom and attended by 500 clergy and lay
delegates. The full docket was heard in its entirety over the 6-hour session. The majority of action items
pertained to changes in the Canons, and the majority of them were minor tweaks in such matters as insurance, housing subsidies, and continuing education allowances. But there were three major items.
Marks of Mission Ask:
To encourage more congregations to meet the annual pledge “ask” and generate greater aggregate diocesan revenue, the computation formula was changed significantly. It establishes
three (3) percentage levels based on rolling three-year average of parish revenue: 10% (tithe) on the first
$150,000 plus 16% on $150,001 - $200,000 plus 22% on everything above that but capped at 16% on total
revenue. It also creates an Outreach Credit of between $500 and $2,500 for all parishes, which will reduce
next year’s “ask”. The convention approved a $500 Outreach Credit. This will result in reductions (small)
for the majority of parishes, including St. David’s. And if in aggregate the Diocese receives 88% of the total
ask, each parish that met 100% of its “ask”, will see a further reduction in the cap to 15% for the next year.
The new formula would go into effect for 2021.

Vulnerable Congregations: Following years of work on just how, when, and under what circumstances to
aid struggling parishes and intervene when warranted, a Vulnerable Congregations Task Force was established.
Guided by Common Expectations of Mission and with clearly enumerated indicators of distress, the task force
may in exceptional cases send experts to assess conditions and recommend actions which the Task Force
and Diocesan Council may then require and which if unmet over time may lead to determination of nonviability and subsequent re-classification or termination. A clear benefit of this process will be the better
ability of the Diocese to marshal specific resources to assist.
Common Expectations for Mission: Hand and glove with the above, the convention adopted a set of
common expectations for all parishes and missions (each fleshed out in greater detail) describing our congregational responsibilities:
We share the Gospel
We share responsibility for each other
We are part of an interdependent community
We are different and celebrate that difference
We share our prayers
Respectfully submitted,
David Miller
Lay Delegate to Convention
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Worship Volunteers Needed
When St. David’s re-enters our parish for in-person worship, we will need ushers for
each service. Currently we offer one service at 9 AM. The usher ministry is a
“contactless” ministry and will be responsible for directing the flow and reinforcing
the information provided by the signage in and around the church building. Tasks
include:
• Open the main church door 20 minutes before the service begins
• Make sure everything is in place for the worship service (bulletin at seat,
directional/distance markers present, hand sanitizer stations in place
• Welcome worshipers and monitor appropriate distancing
• Match attendance with registration and assist with finding assigned seat
• Take contact information for any “walk-ins” who do not have a reservation
• Monitor for mask compliance
• Provide guidance for communion movement

• Provide guidance for exiting sanctuary
• Monitor for no “gathering/lingering” in and around church building
• Assure collection box is placed in church office
• Lock church doors after the service
Services cannot take place without your help.
To volunteer, please contact:
Richard Bailey rbailey902@gmail.com, 609-213-7352. Thank you for your
consideration.
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Birthdays
1

Gary Long

13

2

Holly Hibbard
Kristen Lombardo
Grace Lombardo

Patricia Kraft
Beth Nagle

16

Sarah Coulter Geisler
Tim Kovacs

4

Madeline Peeters
AJ Polanco
Larry Rak

18

Elizabeth Lewis-Channon

20

Stephanie Peeters

5

Susan Laustsen

22

Ian Nagle

6

Tracy Smires

23

7

Richard Bennett

Judy Evans
Carol Hartmaier
Carol Miller

24

Ryan Hegedus

25

Kim Elaine Neighbor

31

Shirley Davis Vassall
Brian Clissold
Ian McKay

Linder Polanco
Gilbert Quinton
10 Rachelle Levy
Kevin Peters
11 Renee Spero

December Anniversaries
11

Bill & Ellen Jones

20

John & Bonnie Patterson
Brian & Abbi Clissold

18

Kenneth & Linda Kelly

29 Russ & Barbara Beaulieu
30 Paul & Sandy Szymanski

St. David’s Church Annual Meeting
Date (TBD)
Our Annual Meeting will take place virtually following the 9 am service on a date in January yet to-bedetermined. At the Annual Meeting, we will elect a Jr. Warden, three Vestry members and three Delegates
and one Alternate Delegate to represent us at our Diocesan Convention and Convocation. Parishioners who
are 16 years of age or older, attend worship regularly, and are givers of record for six months prior to the
elections are eligible to vote. It is hoped that you will attend this important meeting; it’s a wonderful way to
find out more about life here at St. David’s!

Please email all Annual Reports to Judy Henningsen by January 11th.
The Annual Report will be posted on the St. David’s website.

Thank you.
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