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“There is nothing in the world so irresistibly contagious

Sunday Services:

as laughter and good humor.”

8 am Holy Eucharist II

Char es Dic e s A Christ as Car

10 am Holy Eucharist II

Wednesday Service
9:15 am Holy Eucharist and
Healing

Rector
The Rev. Amy S. Cornell

Pastoral Care Associates
Kate O’Connor, M. Div.
Br. John Baptist, OSF

\

Director of Music
Dr. Brian Katona
Treasurer
John Patterson
\

Parish Administrator
Judy Henningsen

S

everal years ago, I was all prepared for Christmas. It was the 23rd, if I
recall correctly, and I was proud of my completion of the busy “to do” list.
Presents bought and wrapped (check.) Decorations unboxed and tree adorned
(check.) Even my church list was done: services prepared, two on Christmas
Eve, one on Christmas Day. Music chosen, readings practiced, sermons crafted
(check, check - )
Wait. I never got a homily for the kids’ service. No worries, I have a whole
day. And so I wracked my brain. I could come up with a thousand stories
about Christmas, but which did I want to choose? We would tell the story of
when the incarnate came to dwell among us, though it needed to be
understandable to everyone. I knew I would have to pick some tradition, or
story, or idea that could be connected to Jesus’s birth. How the Grinch Stole
Christmas, or Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. Nestor the Long Eared Donkey, or
the Little Drummer Boy. Terry Pratchett’s Hogfather, the Story of Silent
Night…
It didn’t hit me until about 10 minutes before the service. It isn’t a thousand
stories about a thousand things. It is a thousand ways to tell the same story.
The Story Of Christmas. A tale of love and joy and wonder. God’s grace and
the miracles around us. No matter how bad the world is, there is always the
smallest glimmer of hope that keeps the faithful going. And when I walked
into the church and stood before a crowded community of small children,
frazzled parents, proud grandparents, I could hardly contain my own joy. “Pick
a story, any story,” I challenged them, “And I tell you why it’s part of the Story
of Christmas.”
I’m not sure what stories came my way that year, or any of the other years I
preached the same way. Isn’t the idea that a marginalized reindeer could
become the brave leader of all by sharing his gift as a way to tell of Jesus’s
command that we should care for the marginalized? Frosty the Snowman isn’t
a story at all if it’s not seen through the lens of death and resurrection. Grinch
is the epitome of forgiveness and reconciliation. The Good News permeates
our cultural stories in ways that we have only begun to consider.
(continues on pg. 2)

V O L U ME 5 2 , I S S U E 1 2

PAGE 2

This year, try a new tradition. Make a big bowl of popcorn, sit down with family and friends, and put on
some of your favorite Christmas specials. When the show ends, ask that simple question: Where was God in
that show? Share your favorite traditions with others, including how you decorate, when you eat together,
how presents are exchanged. And then ask that question again: Where is God present in the giving and
receiving, the symbols of the season? Sometimes it’s great to have everything prepared for Christmas. But
sometimes, maybe when we least expect it, the Holy Spirit bursts through our unpreparedness and blesses
our hearts with ways to see that holy story in a new light. Have a blessed and peaceful Advent, and may the
joy of the Christmas season be full of chances to glimpse God in our lives and in the world around us.

Mother Amy+
Stewardship
2 2022

Stewardship 2022
The Water of Life
A HUGE Stewardship Thank You!

•

To all of you who pledged time, talent, and treasure to help St. David's carry out God's mission
in our community and in the world.

•

To the Stewardship Committee: Brijette Aris, Jon Christiansen, Deanna Emerson, Ben Hicks,
Mo. Amy.

•

To all who delivered a Stewardship Minute in person or on video and reminded us why we
love St. David's: Arlene Astudillo, Brennan Clissold, Charlotte Clissold, Zach Duck,
Abbibeth Hicks, Jackson Holmes, Samantha Kelly, Chris Achen, Jon Christiansen,
Ben Hicks, Jane Lohr and Tom Pearson, David Miller, Kim Neighbor, Maria Taylor,
Patty Thomsson.

•

To Mo. Amy for offering Stewardship Bible study and inspiring sermons.

•

To Deanna Emerson, Carol Miller and Kathy Herzog for the beautifully, deliciously festive
Stewardship Coffee Hour.

•

To Brian Katona, Katy Widmer-Boyer and Thom Boyer for special Commitment
Sunday music.

St. David's is blessed by the gifts you all give every day.
With gratitude,
Tena Achen
Stewardship Chair

Nominating Committee 2022
Our Nominating Committee has begun their work. If you are interested
in being considered for a position on our vestry or as a convocation
delegate, please speak to Deanna Emerson.
Positions available:

Sr. Warden, 3 vestry members, 3 Diocesan Convention/Convocation
Delegates and 1 Alternate.
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December Outreach of the Month
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Habitat for Humanity is dedicated to eliminating substandard housing and
homelessness worldwide and making affordable homeownership a reality. Habitat
invites people from all faiths and walks of life to work together in partnership building houses and addressing
home repairs (safety issues, winterization, and beautification) with families in need. Many local citizens, along
with donated professional labor, step up to help build the homes and donate construction materials. The
combination of community generosity and volunteer labor allows homes that average less than $100,000 per
three bedrooms, along with affordable mortgages with little down payment and monthly payments that don’t
exceed 30% of their gross monthly income.
The local organization, Habitat for Humanity Millstone Basin Inc, located in Cranbury, has constructed
affordable housing units in Hightstown, one being a single home on Academy Street. They have identified
more potential units in the area to support their master plan for Neighborhood Revitalization.
Funding for their projects, beyond grants and donations of labor and materials, depends on generous
monetary donations. Please donate and provide support to another family in our community.
The Annual African Team Ministry craft sale is back and will be
held on Sunday, December 5 & Sunday, December 12 in the Narthex. A variety of hand-made & unique gifts will be available for purchase.
Please place your payment (or IOU) in the box provided. Thank you to
Terry Bennett for chairing this project.

It’s that time of year again - only different! RISE will again be holding a
Virtual Toy Drive this year. To participate, go to the RISE website
https://www.njrise.org and select Toy Drive. You choose an amount to
give a gift to one, two, three or more children. And, if you want, you can
check the 'write a comment' box and add that the gift is from St. David's
Cranbury. Let’s keep St. David's always outstanding generous response
going!

Christmas Services at St. David's
12/24

4:30 pm
6:00 pm

Blessing of the Creche Children’s Service
Christmas Eve Service

10:00 pm Christmas Eve Service (with Choir)
12/25

10:00 am Christmas Day Service
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Advent Program – “A Christmas Carol”
What better way to celebrate the upcoming Christmas season than
spending time with Carol? The best part is we can double the fun –
The Ven. Carol Pepe will be leading a 4 part Advent conversation
around Charles Dickens’ beloved work A Christmas Carol. With its
themes of redemption and rebirth, this beloved story is a wonderful
way to focus our traditions and values of the holiday. Sessions will be
held on Sundays in Advent (11/28, 12/5, 12/12, and 12/19) starting
after the 10 am service at about 11:15 am. Hope to see you all then!
Books are available in the office.
Also a daily Advent devotional based on A Christmas Carol is
available in the Narthex.

Lunch and Learn
Our women’s discussion group will be meeting on Wednesday, December 8th at
12:00 pm and all women of the parish are welcome. We meet each month on the
second Wednesday in the back double classroom and discuss a book, current event
topic or occasionally a video presentation. It is always a lively and interesting
discussion. This is a “brown bag” event—so please bring your own lunch. This
month we will be discussing Charles Dickens’ book A Christmas Carol. Please
join us!

Contemplative Prayer
Contemplation is the practice of being fully present—in heart, mind, and body—to what is in a way that allows you to creatively respond and work toward what could be.
(Center For Action and Contemplation, Richard Rohr OFM)
St. David’s and St. Francis Dunellen have partnered to offer us multiple opportunities for
Contemplative Prayer each month. We invite you to join us.
Prayer at St. David’s meets on the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month from 7-8 PM for a
20-minute sit and reflection/conversation. In December the dates are 12/6 and 12/20. http://
www.stdavidscranbury.com/events.html
Prayer at St. Francis meets every Wednesday from 1-2 PM for a 25-minute sit and reflection/
conversation. https://www.stfrancisdunellen.org
Contact Kate at 609-658-7315 or at k_oconnor22@verizon.net with any questions or if you would like
to learn about Contemplative Prayer before joining us. An introduction is given at the beginning of each
session for newcomers.

Evening Prayer
On Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, Mother Amy offers Evening Prayer at 5:30 pm on Zoom.
Please join for this opportunity to pray together from the Book of Common Prayer with daily
appointed readings. The Zoom link is the same as that for the Sunday morning services.
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Lay Participation Schedule for December 2021—10 am
Dec. 5

Dec. 12

Dec. 19

Dec. 26

Lessons & Carols
Lector

Edmund Abramovitz

Barbara Jensen

Kim Neighbor

Lector

Bob Nicastro

Steve Channon

Steve Channon

Intercessor

Beau Sawyer

Corinne Peters

Kathy Herzog

Acolytes

Zach Duck
Collin Duck
Jordan Bailey

Sarah Smires
Leslie Terhune
Tracy Smires

Leslie Terhune
Brennan Clissold
Jordan Bailey

Jordan Bailey
Arleen Astudillo
Sarah Smires

Envelopes
The 2022 Offering Envelopes have arrived. This year there will be changes in
the numbers assigned to some parishioners. As the congregation has grown,
we have simply added new higher numbers to the list of envelopes. This
resulted in the need to purchase many boxes of envelopes which were not
used. This year we only purchased numbers up to 199. Thus, if your number
has been 200 or above, we have assigned you a new lower number. We
apologize for any inconvenience this may cause; however, it has saved the
church a significant amount of money. Thank you for understanding in this
matter.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER ORDER FORM
Deadline — December 19, 2021

_____________
Your Name (Given By)

_______________________
(Daytime Phone Number)

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS / DECORATIONS (Donation)
_________________________
_________________________
Christmas Donation

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
Check Total =

Please make checks payable to "St. David's Church". Attn: Penny Stout
Mail to: St. David's Episcopal Church
90 South Main St., Cranbury, NJ 08512

$ _______________
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BIRTHDAYS
1

Gary Long

13

2

Holly Hibbard
Kristen Lombardo
Grace Lombardo

Patricia Kraft
Beth Nagle

16

Sarah Coulter Geisler
Tim Kovacs

Madeline Peeters
AJ Polanco
Larry Rak

18

Elizabeth Lewis-Channon

20

Stephanie Peeters

5

Susan Laustsen

22

Ian Nagle

6

Tracy Smires
Patricia Hartstein

23

7

Richard Bennett
Linder Polanco
Gilbert Quinton

Judy Evans
Carol Hartmaier
Carol Miller

24

Ryan Hegedus

25

Kim Elaine Neighbor

31

Shirley Davis Vassall
Brian Clissold
Ian McKay

4

10 Rachelle Levy
Kevin Peters
11 Renee Spero

Wedding Anniversaries
11

Bill & Ellen Jones

18

Kenneth & Linda Kelly

20

Brian & Abbi Clissold

30

Paul & Sandy Szymanski

B

St. David’s Church Annual Meeting
Date (TBD)
Our Annual Meeting will take place in person following the 10 am service and
livestreamed on a date in January yet to-be-determined. At the Annual Meeting,
we will elect a Sr. Warden, three Vestry members and three Delegates and one
Alternate Delegate to represent us at our Diocesan Convention and Convocation. Parishioners who are 16
years of age or older, attend worship regularly, and are givers of record for six months prior to the elections
are eligible to vote. It is hoped that you will attend this important meeting; it’s a wonderful way to find out
more about life here at St. David’s!
Please email all Annual Reports to Judy Henningsen by January 6th.
The Annual Report will be posted on the St. David’s website.

Thank you.

O

8:00 am — Holy Eucharist II
10 am — Holy Eucharist II, Choir, Church School

Sunday Services *

December 2021

Room Legend
s—Sanctuary
mh—Meirs Hall / fl– Fish Library
dc—Double Classroom / bc-J2A
Classroom
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St. David’s Church welcomes all in the loving Spirit of Christ,
through Faith, Worship, Nurture and Community

St. David’s Vestry Members — 2021

Deanna Emerson, Senior Warden

Steve Channon, Liturgy

Ed Miller, Junior Warden

Mike Duck, Fundraising

John Patterson, Treasurer

Jon Harding, Christian Formation

Tena Achen, Finance

Scott Holcombe, Pastoral Care

Arlis Astudillo, Building & Grounds

Benjamin Hicks, Communications

Janet Boyle, Evangelism

Pat Kraft, Outreach

