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Dear People of St. David’s 

S t. David’s joins with churches around the world in celebrating what seems 
like more than 52 weeks of Lent.  Everywhere there is a sense of having 

given up some very precious things.  We have given up in-person worship.  We 
have given up receiving the Eucharist.  We have given up singing together and 
socializing together in our coffee hour.  In every part of our lives, we                
experience loss.  We go out less.  We wear masks.  We stay apart from others.  
All of these sacrifices have made us a people of lament.  Lament means that we 
are experiencing sadness because of a loss of something important to us.                
Lament was a big part of the lives of people in the Bible.  The Hebrew people 
lost their freedom after selling themselves into slavery in Egypt.  Twice in the 
Old Testament, Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed and people carried 
off into bondage.  The New Testament begins at a time when the Jewish            
people were once again a captive nation.  The followers of Jesus held this loss 
of liberty as part of their daily prayer.  Lament also includes hope and wishes 
for restoration.  And so people hoped that Jesus would be the one to lead the 
revolution and restore the throne of David in an independent Israel.  When 
Jesus was crucified, once again they turned to lament.  The worship we have 
been following on Sunday mornings is built around our expression of lament, 
because the best thing to do when you are missing something, is to admit it, 
name it, and speak of your hope for restoration. 

There is reason to hope.  Each Sunday as we chat, I hear about more and more 
members who have been able to receive the vaccine.  And national statistics are 
indeed showing a steep drop in the rate of transmission.  The number in our 
own region is also dropping, so that, once it reaches the safe level, we will once 
again do in-person services.  (Of course, even when that happens, we will              
continue to live stream our services.)  Meanwhile, we will continue our             
all-online services, including our chat time after the service.  The Alleluias that 
our children buried during Lent last year are still waiting for us.  I think that the 
appropriate time to “resurrect” them will be the first Sunday when we can           
return to unrestricted worship.  So we continue to lament as we look forward 
to that day. 

You will notice that during Lent, the opening of our services will vary from 
week to week.  It is a good opportunity to experience parts of the Book of 
Common Prayer that we don’t often use.   The first Sunday of Lent, we began 
with the Great Litany.  The first Anglican Prayer Book was primarily composed 
of Catholic rituals translated into English, but the Litany was the first              
original-English liturgical rite.  The 1544 Litany was constructed by Thomas 
Cranmer (1489-1556).  The 1549 First Book of Common Prayer contained the 
Litany printed as an appendix to the Eucharist.                
         (Continue on pg. 2) 
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Congratulations to:  

   ☼ AJ Polanco and Jenifer Elizondo on their recent engagement on Valentine’s Day.  
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It was to be said or sung kneeling on Wednesdays and Fridays before the liturgy of the word.  The Litany has 
been contained in each successive Book of Common Prayer, 1662, 1789, throughout the 19th century              
revisions, 1928, and all the way to 1979, where it was named The Great Litany to differentiate it from a  
number of other litanies in the book. 

We will use a couple of other parts of the Prayer Book, too.  We will use the Penitential Order (p. 351), the 
Decalogue (p.350), and the Exhortation (p. 316)   It has been part of our Prayer Books since 1549 and            
encouraged careful and thoughtful preparation to receive the Sacrament.  It was to be read the Sunday before 
Communions were to be offered so that people had ample time to pray, reflect, confess, and prepare to            
receive Christ at the Altar.  Later, in the ’28 Prayer Book, it was designated that it be read on First Advent, 
First Lent, and Trinity Sunday.  In its earlier 1549 form, it included the rather more dire warning that those 
not in a state of charity with the world and fellow man should not come to receive unless “the Devil enter 
into him  as he did into Judas, to fulfill in him all iniquity, and to bring him to destruction, both of body and 
soul.” The 1979 Exhortation, while less colorful in some ways, is no less powerful.  Its tone is deeply pastoral 
and contains within it, words of grace, pardon, reconciliation, hope, and forgiveness. 

We depart from the sternness of Lent on February 28 in order to celebrate our patron saint, St. David, 
whose feast is March 1. 

We begin Holy Week with Palm Sunday.  This day actually has two different celebrations combined into one.  
We begin by recalling the triumphal entry of Jesus into the city of Jerusalem, and then we recall the Passion 
of Jesus.  We will provide fresh palm crosses for parishioners via pick-up or delivery just as we provided  
ashes for Ash Wednesday. 

On Thursday of Holy Week, we will celebrate Maundy Thursday with a service at 7:30 P.M., which will           
include washing as a sign of our willingness to follow Jesus’ call to be servants to one another. 

On Good Friday, we will have Stations of the Cross at 10:00 A.M.  You will be able to download the text for 
the Stations from the St. David Events page.  That evening, at 7:30 P.M. we will have a service that focuses 
on the Passion of Jesus and venerates his cross.  You should prepare for this service by having a cross with 
you.  It may be as elaborate or as simple as you like – even a piece of jewelry.  A candle would also be nice. 

We will celebrate the story of salvation with a vigil to be celebrated at 7:30 P.M. on The Saturday of Holy 
Week in the Great Vigil of Easter.  A candle in each home will make this a more meaningful service, and 
even better, one for each person.  And if you have a bell, it will be rung as part of the joy of the resurrection. 

Easter Sunday will be celebrated at 9:00 A.M. on Sunday morning.  Again, we will encourage the use of bells 
to celebrate the Resurrection. 

Bulletins for all the services will be posted on the Events page of St. David’s Website, and more detailed  
instructions will be posted as we come closer to the dates. 

God Bless You All, 

Father Don+ 
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 March Outreach                                                                                   
March 14, 2021 

 

This month’s Outreach donations will benefit the Henry J. Austin Health Center. Located in Trenton, 
HJAHC is the only local healthcare provider offering telehealth evaluations, prescriptions for COVID-19 test 
and follow-up appointments for residents with no health insurance or primary doctor.  Without HJAHC, 
many Trenton residents would not have access to testing or treatment. HJAHC serves as an advisor to the 
state of New Jersey, Mercer County and the City of Trenton regarding community and government response 
to the coronavirus pandemic. 

Valentine Care Package Project 
 This year through the Valentine's Care Package Project we were able to bring cheer to three of 
St David's college students.  Thank you to Diane Roby, Todd White and Beau Sawyer, and The 
Duck Family for their generosity.  Thank you to all the other parishioners who donated to the 
fund, volunteered to help and offered their support.  We wish all of our students, both those 
away and learning from home, a fabulous spring semester.     

Due to the pandemic the Episcopal Relief & Development 2021 Lenten                  
Meditations Booklet has not been printed.    To access, please download the PDF 
version using the link below; 

https://www.episcopalrelief.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Lent-2021-
English-Color.pdf   

              Palm Sunday Events 
St. David’s is planning a drive-by to pick up Palm Crosses for Palm            
Sunday.   More information on date and time will be forthcoming.  Also, 
Children of Sunday School (age up through 5th grade) are invited to join 
the PreK/Kindergarten class for Saturday School outside at church on 
March 27th to celebrate Palm Saturday. We'll start at 10am and class 
will last between 30-40 minutes. Bring a blanket to sit on as we'll be     
reading a story and the ground may be cold! Please be sure to wear a 
mask and dress warmly as we will not be going inside. Looking forward 
to seeing everyone!  

 Thank YOU for your help in making the "ASHES to GO" endeavor a                    
 SUCCESS! 

 The old saying goes... "Many hands make light work!" 

 •     Pat & Larry.. the burning of the palm and ashes in those tiny bags...  
        WHEW!                      
 •    Judy.. the printing, support and chats...      

                     •    Allie.. for ordering the UTO boxes…    
            •    Marna.. the help with delivery and caring....                                                     
            •    Deanna.. your support .. ALWAYS. 

    St. David's is a special place.  I am grateful for St. David's and YOU! 

    With Faith and Love,                                      
K Kathy Herzog 



  

         St. David’s Day (March 1) 
This year St. David’s Day will be celebrated on Sunday, February 28.  St. David’s 
Day is  celebrated in Wales, in honour of Dewi Sant or  St. David, the  patron saint 
of Wales.   
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  You Are Invited to Contemplative Prayer  
St. David’s and St. Francis Dunellen are partnered to offer us multiple opportunities for             
Contemplative Prayer each month.  

St. David’s meets on the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month at 7 PM for a 15 minute sit.   In 
March, the dates are 3/1 and 3/15.   http://www.stdavidscranbury.com/events.html  

You can phone into St. David’s Zoom by calling 1-646-876-9923, meeting ID 451 815-3355#, 
and when prompted for participant ID press #.  

St. Francis’ group meets every Wednesday at 1 PM for a 25 minute sit.  https://www.stfrancisdunellen.org  

You can phone into St. Francis Zoom by calling 1-669-900-6833, meeting ID 595-854-4455 #, when     
prompted for participant ID press #, for password enter 2475689.  

No experience with silent prayer or meditation is needed, just the desire to pray “the simplest form of prayer 
there is” (Cynthia Bourgeault), and at a time such as this, keeping it simple may be exactly what we need right 
now! We provide an introduction to contemplative prayer at the beginning of each session.  

If you have any questions or would like to learn about contemplative prayer before joining us, contact Kate at 
609-658-7315 or at k_oconnor22@verizon.net 
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB� 

VOLUME  52 ,  I SSUE 3   PAGE   5 

    Join us Wednesday Nights … Through Lent:             
“Open and Unafraid”  A Study of  the Psalms as a guide to life. 

You are invited to join our Wednesday Evening book group this winter with Deacon Hank, 
where we will be reading the second half of W. David O. Taylor’s book Open and Unafraid. 
Our Zoom®  conferences will be from 7:30-9:00PM concluding March 24th. 

The Psalms are the ancient hymns and guide to prayers that are part of not only the Hebrew 
Bible, but also our Book of Common Prayer. In our study, the (often!) lively conversation 

spans beyond the book to our lives today and what to make of our faith in these times. If you would like to 
join, please contact Deacon Hank (by email) for a Zoom® invitation to join the conversation. Please note, 
participants must purchase their own copy of the book: 

Open and Unafraid, The Psalms as a Guide to Life – W. David O. Taylor 

(Forward by Eugene Peterson)  ISBN – 978-1-4002-1047-3 

Deacon Hank—hbristoldcn@gmail.com 

   2021 Lenten Study      
     The Disciplines of  Lent 
Join Fr. David Snyder, Fr. Don and Mel Caron on the Thursday nights of Lent for a study 
of the traditional practices of the Lenten season and a discussion about how those practices 
can enhance our spirituality. Participants from St. John the Evangelist Church, Good                  

Shepherd Church and St. David’s Church will gather on the St. David’s Zoom meeting site at 7:30 p.m. 
for  presentations, discussion and prayer. 

 3/4 The discipline of Almsgiving– Fr. David Snyder                        
3/11 The discipline of Good Works – Mel Caron                          
3/18 The discipline of Study– Fr. Don Caron                                                
3/25 Preparation for the Sacred Triduum 



  

PAGE   6 VOLUME  52 ,  I SSUE 3   

St. David’s Episcopal Church  

 In-Person Worship Gathering 

Temporarily Suspended 
Because of the recent rise in the infection rate of Covid-19 in the state of New Jersey, the Bishop 
has counseled churches of the Diocese to suspend in-person worship.  For the time, St. David’s 
will revert to the kind of online Zoom service that we had through the spring and summer.   We 
have every reason to hope that major shut-down across the state will bring a decrease in the             
infection rate and allow us to resume  in-person worship soon.  The witness of St. David’s is a 
sign for the Cranbury community beyond just our members that this illness is to be taken s            
eriously, so our sacrifice serves the world around us.   

When the church is once again open for worship, registration for the  in-person service is primarily 
online, using the link found on the Events page of the parish website.  It will cap attendance at 25            
households.  We will keep three future services up so that you can pre-register.  Right now, it seems that 
the maximum number of registrants is not being met, so if you have already attended a service and you 
would want to attend the following week, you may do so. 

Registration for services will remain open and only close once the maximum capacity limitation of 25 is 
met. 

The altar party (priest, deacon, lay reader, music director) must also register (remember to put your title 
next to your name.) 

               Women’s Lunch and Learn Group 

 
  Our next meeting is on Wednesday, March 10th from 12:30 -2:00 PM on St. David’s Zoom 
account.  Click the same button you use for Sunday service on the Events Page to enter.   

If joining us by telephone, dial 1-646-876-9923, meeting ID 451 815 3355#, and when 
prompted for a participant’s ID, enter #. 

We are beginning Bob Goff’s Love Does reading chapters 1-9 to page 66. 

We’d love to welcome you to be part of our group of readers who also enjoy friendly conversation.  

Call Kate with any questions – 609-658-7315. 

 



  

 

Worship Volunteers Needed 
 

When St. David’s re-enters our parish for in-person worship, we will need ushers for 
each service.  Currently we offer one service at 9 AM.  The usher ministry is a 
“contactless” ministry and will be responsible for directing the flow and reinforcing 
the information provided by the signage in and around the church building.  Tasks 
include: 

 

• Open the main church door 20 minutes before the service begins 

• Make sure everything is in place for the worship service (bulletin at seat,              
directional/distance markers present, hand sanitizer stations in place 

• Welcome worshipers and monitor appropriate distancing  

• Match attendance with registration and assist with finding assigned seat 

• Take contact information for any “walk-ins” who do not have a reservation 

• Monitor for mask compliance 

• Provide guidance for communion movement 

• Provide guidance for exiting sanctuary 

• Monitor for no “gathering/lingering” in and around church building 

• Assure collection box is placed in church office 

• Lock church doors after the service 

 

Services cannot take place without your help.   To volunteer, please contact:             
Richard Bailey rbailey902@gmail.com, 609-213-7352. Thank you for your                 
consideration. 
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 Birthdays 

1      William Guardino   

3        Eric John Curry                   
   Myron Whitlock 

4     David Holmes                                         
  Catherine Peters 

8         Michael Carr                            
     Natalia Walker 

9        Paul  Szymanski 

10 Tyler Cenci                                   
 Malcolm McFarland                       
 Cassandra Pane                               
 Victoria Pane 

11  Cynthia Vetrano    

12      Hank Bristol                           
    Marcy Ruhl O’Neill 

13    Karen Chianese                                 
    Deanna Emerson                          
                                                          
14    Barry Clark                                  
    Lindsay Herzog             
    Rob Sarchiapone 

17 Judy Henningsen            
 Charlie Hibbard               
 Rebecca Pane              
 Frances Rak  
 Lisa Valenti                      

19 Ekene Owunna 

20 Bernadette Bruce   

21 Brennan Clissold 

22 Ryleigh Farkas                   
 Kristen Robinson  

23 Laura Labassi 

24 Bonnie Wagman 

25 Lydon Giske               

26 Jean Krupa 

27 Gwen Lockhart 

28 Bryn Peeters                          
 Carol Reeder 

29 Jacob Mani    

8   Simone & Omar Kingwood 
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 Anniversaries 
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Deanna Emerson, Senior Warden  

Edward Miller, Junior Warden 

John Patterson, Treasurer 

Tena Achen, Finance 

Arlis Astudillo Sr.,  Building & Grounds 

Janet Boyle, Evangelism                                                              

Steve Channon, Liturgy 

Michael Duck, Fundraising 

Jon Harding, Christian Formation 

Benjamin Hicks, Communications 

Scott Holcombe,  Pastoral Care 

Pat Kraft, Outreach 

   


