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Dear People of St. David’s,

E

lection Day and Thanksgiving are near. Perhaps Election Day will have
passed by the time you receive this newsletter. It has been a difficult,
tiring, frightening time. More than ever, we need the comfort that faith brings
us. With all the challenges, we need Thanksgiving. We need what
Thanksgiving calls us to. It is a day to be grateful for the most basic of things:
life itself, family, friends, community, and the things of this world that make
life bearable, even enjoyable.
Thanksgiving is the basis for our weekly worship. The very word “Eucharist”
means giving thanks. In this precarious time, even Eucharist is affected, yet
St. David’s has made it a priority, working through all the regulations and all
the sound medical advice to allow us to offer our thanks to God in a way that
comes as close as possible to what we have known and loved. Still, it is not
without concessions, limitations and losses. So while we give thanks, there is
always a tone of sorrow for what has been lost, a memory of how it used to be.
In religious language, we call that “lament.”
The writers of the Psalms had plenty of troubles too, so there are a great many
psalms that are called Psalms of Lament. The most specific ones are Psalm 44,
Psalm 60 , Psalm 74, Psalm 79, Psalm 80, Psalm 85 and Psalm 90. These
Psalms begin by expressing that everything is NOT all right and they are pretty
specific in complaining to God about the things that are wrong, what they
want God to help with, or rescue them from. At the same time, they express
their trust that God is listening– that God always listens. So, with that
confidence, they make their request. They state what they would like God to
do for them. Then the psalmists assure themselves that their prayer has been
or will be heard by God, because that is what God does, and with that
assurance, though things have not yet gotten better, they praise God and offer
thanksgiving. The writers of the Psalms were giving the whole nation a way to
put into words all the feelings they had. Isn’t that a perfect and very honest
way of bringing the problems of our day to God?
There are some big things that we face as a nation. There is political division,
economic suffering, pandemic disease and racial strife. We face the possibility
of violence in our country and in the world. When we think about all that, we
feel so helpless. Some Christians are telling us that all these difficulties are
signs that the world is soon to end, the Eschaton, the Rapture, the End of the
World is near. Episcopalians don’t have that point of view.
(continue on page 2)
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We trust that God will do what God will do, and in the mean time, we live as God’s People every day. We
live with the idea that God’s Kingdom has already begun in Jesus, and that each of us is invited to contribute
to the effort to bring it forth. So, since the big shutdown in March, we have been giving thanks, but not
forgetting to lament. And that is still an element of our worship.
We bring forth God’s Kingdom right where we are, in our relationships with the people we encounter with
the people we are physically closer to because of our more limited travel, with the people we encounter in the
places we go–supermarkets and fuel stations and with all the people who serve us. We bring forth God’s
Kingdom by showing concern for life and health–our own and others, by wearing a mask that has real
physical benefits and that also signals to everyone who sees us that we care. I came upon a prayer that puts
into context what a mask means. It can be used just once, or you can use it every time you put on your
mask.

Creator, as I prepare to go into the world, help me to see the sacrament in the
wearing of this mask – let it be “an outward sign of an inward grace” – a tangible
and visible way of living love for my neighbors, as I love myself.
Christ, since my lips will be covered, uncover my heart, that people can see my smile
in the crinkles around my eyes. Since my voice may be muffled, help me to speak
clearly, not only with my words, but with my actions.
Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears, remind me to listen carefully – and full of
care – to all those I meet.
May this simple piece of cloth be shield and banner, and each breath that it holds,
be filled with your love.
In your Name and in that love, I pray.
This season that will lead us to Advent, and Christmas will be different, but its meaning need not change.
God is for us. God still loves the world. We can reflect the love of God at a time when that message might
be more needed than ever.
Blessings,
Father Don+

Thank you to:
C

Diane & Art Roby for donating a new laptop. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

Congratulations to:
J

Katy Widmer & Thom Boyer on the birth of their son Theodore Michael Boyer born on
October 13, 2020 and weighing in at 7 lb. 10 oz.

Give to St. David's
Although St. David's has reopened, we encourage you to continue giving by sending
checks to the office or online through PayPal. PayPal deducts a processing fee of 3%.
Please consider covering that cost if you are able by adding a small amount to your gift.

V O LU ME 5 1 , I S S U E 1 1

PAGE 3

November Outreach of the Month
The Seamen’s Church Institute
Sunday, November 8, 2020

The Seamen’s Church Institute (SCI) will benefit from our November second collection. In addition to the
much needed and appreciated personal care items and hats and scarves provided by our knitters, St. David’s
can have a big impact with a cash contribution. The men and women who work our waterways - large lakes
like the Great Lakes as well as the world’s oceans - spend long, lonely months away from home working in
harsh conditions in all kinds of weather doing difficult, sometimes dangerous, work. The Seaman’s Church
Institute advocates for mariners’ rights and welfare, provides adult education, and offers free legal services.
The seas are still the #1 means of trade. Through the second collection, we are able to help those who bring
food, fuel and all kinds of things that make our lives easier.

Thank you for your continued generous support of the Seamen’s Church
Institute Christmas at Sea Outreach Program. Toiletry items will be delivered
to the Seamen’s Church Institute, in Port Newark, on Saturday, November 7th.
Renee Christiansen

It’s that time of year again - only different! RISE will be holding a
Virtual Toy Drive this year. To participate go to the RISE website
https://www.njrise.org and select Toy Drive. You choose an amount to
give a gift to one, two, three or more children. And if you want, you can
check the 'write a comment' box and add that the gift is from St. David's
Cranbury. Let’s keep St. David's always outstanding generous response
going!
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Lunch and Learn
Our next meeting is on Wednesday, November 11th from 12:30-2:00 PM on St. David’s
Zoom account. Click on the button on the website’s events page to enter. You can also
join us by telephone at 1-646-876-9923, meeting ID 451 815 3355#, and when prompted
for a participant’s ID, enter #.
We’re reading Christ the Lord -The Road to Cana by Anne Rice.
Come and be part of our friendly and welcoming group!

Contemplative Prayer at St. David’s
Monday, November 2nd and 16th at 7 PM - St. David’s Account http://
www.stdavidscranbury.com/events.html
Wednesday November 11th, 18th , and 25th at 1 PM - St. Francis Account https://
www.stfrancisdunellen.org
The evening Contemplative Prayer group meets on the 1st and 3rd Monday of the month at 7
PM on the St. David’s Zoom account. Click on the button on the events page.
You can phone into St. David’s Zoom by calling 1-646-876-9923, meeting ID 451 815-3355#, when
prompted for participant ID press #.
In partnership with our sisters and brothers at St. Francis, we also have the opportunity to meet on
Wednesdays at 1 PM on the St. Francis Zoom account except for the first Wednesday of the month.
You can phone into St. Francis Zoom by calling 1-669-900-6833, meeting ID 595-854-4455 #, when
prompted for participant ID press #, for password enter 2475689.
No experience with silent prayer or meditation is required. Everyone is warmly welcome to join us.
Contact Pastoral Care Associate Kate with any questions, k_oconnor22@verizon.net

Christmas Services at St. David's

12/24 5:30 pm

Family Service (outdoor service)

10:00 pm Christmas Eve Service
(in-person up to permitted attendance number and on Zoom)
12/25 10:00 am Christmas Day Service (Zoom only)
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STEWARDSHIP 2021: REFLECTION and RENEWAL
Ingathering Sunday - November 15th
God’s promise to give us a future and hope was never more relevant. As we look ahead to 2021, we
anticipate the joys of renewal -- the likelihood of calling a new rector and with the eventual stemming of
the pandemic, resuming the many ministries we have traditionally embraced at Saint David’s.
To continue these activities and do the work that we as a church community value, we will need your
help. We ask you to look into your heart and reflect on what Saint David’s means to you.

Something New in Pastoral Care!
Telephone Call Ministry

We want to stay connected as a St. David’s community, so several of our parishioners are each taking a
page from the roster and will call everyone on that page – including YOU - every month or two.
They’ll be making a friendly visit with some conversation, and then ask how you are doing. It’s
something we can do as a “way of love” – a way our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry calls us to live and
be for one another. Don’t be surprised when you hear from us!
Pastoral Associate Kate will continue making her calls, but now you’ll also hear from another
St. David’s parishioner as well. It’s all good!

Nominating Committee 2021
Our Nominating Committee will begin its work shortly. If you are interested in being considered for a
position on our vestry or as a convocation delegate, please speak to Laura Labassi. Positions available:
Jr. Warden, 3 vestry members, 3 Diocesan Convention/Convocation Delegates and 1 Alternate.
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Worship Volunteers Needed
As we have now re-entered our parish for in-person worship, we are still in need of
ushers for each service. Currently we offer one service at 9 AM. The usher ministry
is a “contactless” ministry and will be responsible for directing the flow and
reinforcing the information provided by the signage in and around the church
building. Tasks include:
• Open the main church door 20 minutes before the service begins

• Make sure everything is in place for the worship service (bulletin at seat,
directional/distance markers present, hand sanitizer stations in place
• Welcome worshipers and monitor appropriate distancing
• Match attendance with registration and assist with finding assigned seat
• Take contact information for any “walk-ins” who do not have a reservation
• Monitor for mask compliance
• Provide guidance for communion movement
• Provide guidance for exiting sanctuary
• Monitor for no “gathering/lingering” in and around church building
• Assure collection box is placed in church office
• Lock church doors after the service
Services cannot take place without your help.
To volunteer, please contact:
Richard Bailey rbailey902@gmail.com, 609-213-7352. Thank you for your
consideration.
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St. David’s Episcopal Church
In-Person Worship Gathering
To attend the in-person worship service, you must register in advance each week on-line through
Eventbrite.
Registration for in-person services is primarily online, using the link found on the Events page of the
parish website. It will cap attendance at 25 households. We will keep three future services up so that
you can pre-register. Right now, it seems that the maximum number of registrants is not being met,
so if you have already attended a service and you would want to attend the following week, you may
do so, subject to the maximum capacity limitation.
Moving forward registration for services will remain open and only close once the maximum capacity
limitation of 25 is met.
The altar party (priest, deacon, lay reader, music director) must also register (remember to put your
title next to your name.)
To register for In-person worship Visit:
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/st-davids-cranbury-30655164490.
This link is posted on St. David’s Church webpage and Facebook.
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BIRTHDAYS
1 Christian Herzog
2 Chris Achen
Michael Miller
4 Martin Lindemann
Stephanie Maloney
6 Caitlyn Nagle
7 Allison Whitlock

9

Ava Lombardo
Dawn Tobasco

24

Thom Boyer
Alexander Perritt
Harrison Katona

10

Sarah Smires

28
H

12

Judy Abramovitz

29

Anne Benedict

14

Kenneth Robinson

30

Larry Kraft

16

Brijette Aris
Tim Kasziba

17

Dawn Reiss

19

Benjamin Hicks

Wedding Anniversaries
4 Robert & Jennifer McKay
10 Tom & Judy Evans

14 Kenneth & Phyllis Robinson
26 David & Anne Holmes

Please help us keep our Birthday and Anniversary Lists up-to-date.
If your name is not listed, please email the office and let us know at
office@stdavidscranbury.com. Thank you!

Don’t forget to change your clocks.
Daylight savings time ends November 1.
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