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The Tablet 
 

 

Dear People of St. David’s, 

W hen I accepted the call to become your Interim Priest, little did anyone 
know what was ahead of us.  Like every other church, St. David’s has 

faced some unprecedented challenges since March.  We had to scramble to 
provide a form of worship that could help us continue our relationship with 
God and with each other.  For all those months when our worship was exclu-
sively online, there were three things that were priorities.  We missed things as 
they were, the liturgy, the music, communion, community, even coffee hour.  
This sense of loss is called lament and acknowledging that loss became a part 
of our weekly worship.  Even though we were exiled from our place of                   
worship, the times we live in gave us a means to gather and worship and be 
thankful, and we expressed our gratitude to God as we logged in to Zoom 
worship.  Our eating together and especially the chance to greet each other 
before and after the Service provided us with a way to maintain a sense of                    
belonging to the St. David’s family.  We were able to accomplish all this               
because of the good will of all our members, and especially because of the ef-
forts of a few members who constantly provided technical support and crea-
tive solutions.   

We have begun what I am calling “hybrid worship.”  We are able to use our 
sanctuary once again, but the concerns to maintain safety still greatly restrict 
what we are able to do.  We have made a firm commitment to maintain a high 
quality Service for those who venture to come to church as well as for all the 
people who continue to participate from home.  We are attempting to make 
this Service as much as we can like the way things were done before that              
fateful day in March. As I write this, we are still in the early stages of adjusting 
our Service and the way we transmit it over Zoom.  Again, a group of               
volunteers have made a huge effort to make this possible. 

Since March, not only has St. David’s maintained a regular schedule of              
worship, but the ministries of the church have continued.  This has been             
possible because of the generous support and participation of all our mem-
bers. 

Christians who approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do 
not view the money they give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills.  
Rather, we see financial contributions as a way to grow spiritually in our               
relationship with God by supporting our church's mission and ministry with a 
percentage of our income. 

                                                                                               (continue on pg. 2) 
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 Of course, there are ongoing expenses at St. David’s.  You will receive a brochure with information about 

that and about the ministries of the parish.  Rather than focusing merely on the financial need of the 
church, St. David’s is centering on the biblical idea that the People of God are partners in the works of 
God, and we actually have a need to give for the sake of our own spiritual development.  We are not              
members of a social club who pay dues; we are followers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an 
act of discipleship that brings forth the Kingdom of God.  We make a proportionate and systematic gift in 
response to the question, "What is God calling me to give?"  Each Sunday we consecrate the financial   
commitment our members make to our church's mission, our outreach, and our charitable and educational 
ministries in our region and around the world. 

Fr. Don+   

 

 

   Give to St. David's 
Although St. David's has reopened, we encourage you to continue giving by sending checks 
to the office or online through PayPal. PayPal deducts a processing fee of 3%.                        
Please consider covering that cost if you are able by adding a small amount to your gift. 

In honor of the Feast Day of St.  Francis, all are encouraged to bring their  
favorite furry, feathered, winged, crawling or stuffed friends to our outdoor 
“Blessing of the Pets Service” at St. David’s on October 4, 2020 at                
11:00 am. Please make sure your pets are leashed or  confined in a crate for 
their safety, as well as for the safety of others attending.  This short service will 
be held in the side yard near the Memorial Garden.  We look forward to meet-
ing your beloved friends, furry or otherwise! 

                               Lunch and Learn 
Our next meeting is on Wednesday, October 14th from 12:30-2:00 PM on St. David’s 
Zoom account.  Click on the button on the website’s events page to enter.  You can 
also join us by telephone at 1-646-876-9923, meeting ID 451 815 3355#, and when 
prompted for a participant’s ID, enter #.  

We’re reading Christ the Lord -The Road to Cana by Anne Rice. 

Come and be part of our friendly and welcoming group! 
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The Fund for the Relief of Widows, Widowers and Orphans  

of Clergy in the Diocese of New Jersey 

  

The Canons of the Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey require every parish to take an  annual offering for the 
Fund for the Relief of Widows, Widowers and Orphans of Clergy in the Diocese.  The purpose of the fund 
is to provide financial assistance to clergy families upon the death of any member of the clergy canonically 
resident in the Diocese. 

                 Christmas at Sea     
Please continue to bring items in for the Seamen’s Church Institute Christmas at Sea program until                
October 25.   

Items needed are the following:            

Unscented, Hypoallergenic Hand Lotion (2-4 oz bottles)  Unscented, Colorless Lip Balm                         
Sealed Packages of Holiday Sweets    Microwave Popcorn                  
Books or Activities like Sudoku, Word Searches   Sugarless Chewing Gum & Playing Cards  

The bin is located to the left of the front doors. 

Tracy Smires & Renee Christiansen   

                      Stewardship 2020:                                
 REFLECTION AND RENEWAL         

         (October 18 - November 22) 
 

2020 has been a year unlike any other. Lots of anxiety and challenges but lots 
of helping each other. Looking back, what has sustained you? How has                 

St. David's been part of that? As we look forward, what are your hopes and 
prayers for the new year? 

      Stewardship 

          2020 



 

Worship Volunteers Needed 
 

As we have now re-entered our parish for in-person worship we are still in need of  
ushers for each service.  Currently we offer one service at 9 AM.  The usher ministry 
is a “contactless” ministry and will be responsible for directing the flow and                 
reinforcing the information provided by the signage in and around the church             
building.  Tasks include: 

 

• Open the main church door 20 minutes before the service begins 

• Make sure everything is in place for the worship service (bulletin at seat,              
directional/distance markers present, hand sanitizer stations in place 

• Welcome worshipers and monitor appropriate distancing  

• Match attendance with registration and assist with finding assigned seat 

• Take contact information for any “walk-ins” who do not have a reservation 

• Monitor for mask compliance 

• Provide guidance for communion movement 

• Provide guidance for exiting sanctuary 

• Monitor for no “gathering/lingering” in and around church building 

• Assure collection box is placed in church office 

• Lock church doors after the service 

 

Services cannot take place without your help.   To volunteer, please contact:             
Richard Bailey rbailey902@gmail.com, 609-213-7352. Thank you for your                 
consideration. 
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St. David’s Episcopal Church 

In-Person Worship Gathering 
 

To attend the in-person worship service, you must register in advance each week on-line through               
Eventbrite.   Registration will open on Monday at 10 am and close on Thursday 9 pm 

Please cancel your registration by Friday 9 pm, if not attending. 

To register for In-person worship Visit:  

 https://www.eventbrite.com/o/st-davids-cranbury-30655164490. 

This link is posted on St. David’s Church webpage and Facebook. 
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 Many Thanks to the Re-opening Committee (Fr. .Don, Deacon Hank, 
 Ed Miller, Allie Graham, David Thomsson, Patricia and Larry Kraft, 
 Kathy Herzog, Catherine Katona, Steve Channon, Laura Labassi, 
 Deanna Emerson). 

 We have successfully re-opened the Parish to individuals who are well 
 and who are comfortable venturing back into a shared space.  Our             
 re-entry plan is working well at this time and complying with                 
 recommended best safety practices.  To date we have held three             
 Worship services, two Funeral services and several small group             

meetings indoors.  Those who have  ventured out to gather in-person were comfortable and pleased with 
preparations made for re-entry.  Please see below for registration instructions to attend in-person               
Worship services. 

We continue to be grateful for the ways we can stay in touch and be together through the live streaming 
of the in-person worship and all other events currently being offered through our on-line platform. 

The Vestry and Re-opening Committee are currently considering requests from outside groups to re-
enter the building.  We will keep you informed as these considerations develop. 

Keep praying for our community;  

Keep disciplined in hygienic hand-washing practices; wearing a mask; social distancing; 

Keep trusting in God! 

 

Your Wardens & Vestry 
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Thanks & Congratulations! 
 

We are pleased to report that the Discernment Committee has completed Phase II of the process, 
the Rector Interview phase.  They have finished their work and have turned the process over to our 
Wardens and Vestry to complete the final steps in calling our next Rector.  

We are very grateful for all of the dedicated, diligent, prayerful and faithful work the committee has 
done during these past months.  We have also greatly appreciated all the prayers, support and            
patience offered by the people of St. David's Episcopal Church during this time of waiting and 
wondering.   

We ask for your continued prayers for our Vestry, the candidates, and the people of St. David's as 
we move closer to calling our next Rector. 

Thanks be to God! 

Your Wardens and Vestry 

    “Open and Unafraid”      
   A Study of the Psalms as a Guide to Life 
 

You are invited to join our Wednesday Evening book group this fall with Deacon Hank, where we will 
be reading W. David O. Taylor’s book Open and Unafraid. Our Zoom® conferences will be from                
7:30-9:00PM beginning October 7th and concluding November 18th. The Psalms are the ancient hymns 
and guide to prayers that are part of not only the Hebrew Bible, but also our Book of Common Prayer.  

In our study, the (often!) lively conversation spans beyond the book to our lives today and what to make 
of our faith in these times. If you would like to join us for these seven weeks, please contact Deacon 
Hank (by email) for a Zoom® invitation to join the conversation. Please note, this fall participants              
must purchase their own copy of the book: 

 

Open and Unafraid, The Psalms as a Guide to Life – W. David O. Taylor 

(Forward by Eugene Peterson)  ISBN – 978-1-4002-1047-3 

 

Deacon Hank                                                                                                                         
hbristoldcn@gmail.com 
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           Contemplative Prayer Offerings at St. David’s 
God speaks to us in spoken prayers, in hymns, in gathered friends -- and in silence.  Come 
explore how the Divine may appear to you in sacred quiet. 

The evening Contemplative Prayer Group meets on the 1st and 3rd Monday of the month 
at 7 PM on the St. David’s Zoom account.  Click on the button on the events page. 

You can phone into St. David’s Zoom by calling 1-646-876-9923, meeting ID 451 815-3355#, when 
prompted for participant ID, press #. 

Beginning in October, we are adding afternoon Contemplative Prayer with St. Francis in   
Dunellen. 

In partnership with our sisters and brothers at St. Francis, we also have the opportunity to meet on 
Wednesdays at 1 PM on the St. Francis Zoom account https://www.stfrancisdunellen.org except for the 
first Wednesday of the month - when we meet on Friday at 1 pm……that's the Friday after the first 
Wednesday.  

You can also phone into St. Francis Zoom by following these steps: 

1.       Call 1-669-900-6833 or 1-646-876-9923.  [If you’ve used another number, that’s fine –  
 there are a lot of connection numbers.]                          
2.       A voice will say, “Welcome to Zoom” and ask you to enter the Meeting ID                    
3.       Enter the Meeting ID: 595-854-4455 followed by the # sign.      
4.       You’ll be asked to enter a participant ID.  Just press # to continue to the                                   
 meeting.                                     
5.     You’ll be asked to enter a password.  Enter 247569, then #.      
6.       Press *6 to mute your phone or use the mute button on your phone if it has one. This 
 will keep background noise from interfering with other Zoom callers. 

In keeping with the exception, Friday October 9th is our first St. Francis Zoom meeting, then 
Wednesdays at 1 PM for the rest of October. 

No experience with silent prayer or meditation is required.  Everyone is warmly welcome to join us.  If 
you are interested, go to St. Francis’s Zoom account for a guided introduction to contemplative 
prayer on Monday, Sept 28 at 7 PM via the St. Francis Zoom account.   

Contact Pastoral Care Associate Kate with any questions, k_oconnor22@verizon.net 

The Prayer Station 
  “Just let God into the situation and hold it there”,                          

    Dr. Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury, on intercessory prayer. 

Deacon Hank and Pastoral Care Associate Kate are available to pray with you following 
the dismissal from the Sunday morning service. 

The station is open for 30 minutes.  

They each have their own Zoom link on the Events page. Join them by clicking on the 
link with their name.  

They look forward to meeting you in prayer.  
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On All Saints’ Sunday, we honor our loved ones who have passed.  We need your             
assistance in compiling a current and accurate listing of these Saints who have gone to 
be with our Lord. If you would like to add a NEW NAME to our current listing, 
please fill out this form and mail (90 South Main Street, Cranbury, NJ  08512 or email, 
office@stdavidscranbury.com) the Parish Administrator in the Church Office by                  
October 25.                                        ��������������������������������������  ���������������������������������
   ------------------------------------------- 

       All Saints’ Sunday  --  November 1, 2020 

Please include the name(s) of  my loved one(s) on the list: 

__________________________          _________________________ 

 _________________________    __________________________   

Submitted by:  ___________________      ______________________________________  

            Name       Phone Number / Email 

Dear Friends and Family at St. David’s: 

One of St. David’s own, Greta van Veldhuisen, has published a book from                
Hawaii! Just in time for the holidays, please consider purchasing a book so you 
can while away your quarantine time or gift one to the children/grandchildren. 

Please see ordering particulars below. Please share this with friends and family 
who you think may be interested. 

Rex van Veldhuisen  

 

 

Aloha Friends & Family, 

Just a quick PSA to let you know that Da BIG Hawaiian Coloring Book is officially available for                    
pre-order at ColorHawaii.com. Estimated release date is October 31, 2020. 

Summary: 

Explore the Hawaiian Islands with each flip of a page! With 100 unique designs,  Da BIG  Hawaiian                          
Coloring Book is sure to send you on an exciting stay-cation. Educational topics include facts about plants, 
animals, food, culture, and history. This book was made to be shared, and even includes a bonus postcard to 
mail to friends! Color, Learn, & Explore Hawai'i from around the world. 

Feel free to forward to anyone you think might be interested. Mahalo for your support. 

Greta van Veldhuisen                                                                                                                                    
Book Book! Publishing Company                                                                                                                                     
ColorHawaii.com 
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BIRTHDAYS 

1 The Rev. Harry Brant      
Darliss Eitel                         
Diane Roby                                
Hunter Thornton     

2    Jeffrey McDermott            
    Clifton Paul 

3 Peggy Caputo                      
Kyle Mani        
Charlotte Thomas  

4 Ross Dubin    

5    Ann Marie Miller            
    Celeste Holcombe 

7 James Peters  

12  Michael Duck      
    Vickie Pane                
    Tom Evans 

14 Renee Christiansen                            
Nancy Downs                       
Marcia Ruhl                                        

15    Erik Eitel  

16     Colin Borosko  
   Virginia K. Davis 

17    Abigail Clissold 

19     Amy Reeder DeRose       
   Lora Inglisa 

 18 Ronald Herzog   
  

21     Justin Durant                              
 Cassidy Herzog 

22   David Thomsson 

25   Leslie Terhune 

27   Angelo Inglisa 

28   Beena Mani-Alexander         
  Edward Miller III 

29   Bill Kluxen 

30   Jean Hegedus 

October Wedding Anniversaries   
        1    Edmund & Judy Abramovitz      11     John & Judi Cordo                      
                    Thomas Christie & Nichole Chobin 

             7      Marcus & Brijette Aris                20     Rob & Lana Sarchiapone                                         
          Margie & Ross Shore-Dubin                                                                    
          Gene & Marna McDermott                            2     
                        8     8                                    
  8      Peter & Dawn Tobasco             22     Hank & Susan Bristol         

Please help us keep our Birthday and Anniversary Lists up-to-date.  
If  your name is not listed, please email the office and let us know 
at office@stdavidscranbury.com.  Thank you!  
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The Tablet           

          St. David’s Church                                                     
90 South Main Street                                               
Cranbury, NJ 08512 

Electronic Service Requested 

 

St. David’s Church welcomes all in the loving Spirit of Christ, through Faith, 
Worship, Nurture and Community 

 

St. David’s Vestry Members — 2020 
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