September 16 Ninian Bishop in Galloway, c. 430
The dates of Ninian’s life, and the exact extent of his work, are much
disputed. The earliest, and possibly the best, account is the brief one in the
Venerable Bede’s Ecclesiastical History. Ninian was a Romanized Briton,
born in the latter half of the fourth century in southern Scotland. He is said to
have been educated in Rome and to have received episcopal ordination. But
the main influence on his life was Martin of Tours, with whom he spent some
time, and from whom he gained his ideals of an episcopal-monastic structure
designed for missionary work. About the time of Martin’s death in 397,
Ninian established his base at a place called Candida Casa ("White House") or
Whithorn in Galloway, which he dedicated to Martin. Traces of place names
and church dedications suggest that his work covered the Solway Plains and
the Lake District of England. Ninian seems also to have converted many of the
Picts of northern Scotland, as far north as the Moray Firth. Ninian, together
with Patrick, is one of the links of continuity between the ancient RomanBritish Church and the developing Celtic Christianity of Ireland and Scotland.
Collect O God, by the preaching of your blessed servant and bishop Ninian
you caused the light of the Gospel to shine in the land of Britain: Grant, we
pray, that having his life and labors in remembrance we may show our
thankfulness by following the example of his zeal and patience; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen
Lessons
Isaiah 49:1–6

Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away!
The Lord called me before I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he
named me.
He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away.
And he said to me, "You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified."
But I said, "I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and
vanity; yet surely my cause is with the Lord, and my reward with my God."
And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to
bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am
honored in the sight of the Lord, and my God has become my strength— he
says, "It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will
give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the
earth."
Psalm 97:1–2,7–12

1 The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice;
let the many coastlands be glad!
2 Clouds and thick darkness are all around him;
righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.
7 All worshipers of images are put to shame, those who make their
boast in worthless idols;
all gods bow down before him.

8 Zion hears and is glad,
and the towns of Judah rejoice, because of your judgments, O God.
9 For you, O Lord, are most high over all the earth;
you are exalted far above all gods.
10 The Lord loves those who hate evil; he guards the lives of his
faithful;
he rescues them from the hand of the wicked.
11 Light dawns[c] for the righteous,
and joy for the upright in heart.
12 Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous,
and give thanks to his holy name!
Matthew 28:16–20

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had
directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.
And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember,
I am with you always, to the end of the age

