
December 2  Channing Moore Williams  Missionary Bishop in China and Japan, 1910

Bishop Williams, a farmer’s son, was born in Richmond, Virginia, on July 18, 
1829, and brought up in straitened circumstances by his widowed mother. He 
attended the College of William and Mary and the Virginia Theological Seminary.  
Ordained deacon in 1855, he offered himself for work in China, where he was 
ordained priest in 1857. Two years later, he was sent to Japan and opened work in 
Nagasaki. His first convert was baptized in 1866, the year he was chosen bishop 
for both China and Japan.  After 1868, he decided to concentrate all his work in 
Japan, following the revolution that opened the country to renewed contact with 
the western world. Relieved of his responsibility for China in 1874, Williams made 
his base at Yedo (now Tokyo), where he founded a divinity school, later to become 
St. Paul’s University. At a synod in 1887, he helped bring together the English and 
American missions to form the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Holy Catholic Church of 
Japan, when the Church there numbered fewer than a thousand communicants.  
Williams translated parts of the Prayer Book into Japanese; and he was a close 
friend and warm supporter of Bishop Schereschewsky, his successor in China, in 
the latter’s arduous work of translating the Bible into Chinese.  After resigning his 
jurisdiction in 1889, Bishop Williams stayed in Japan to help his successor there, 
Bishop John McKim, who was consecrated in 1893. Williams lived in Kyoto and 
continued to work in the opening of new mission stations until his return to 
America in 1908. He died in Richmond, Virginia, on December 2, 1910. 

Collect  Almighty and everlasting God, we thank you for your servant Channing 
Moore Williams, whom you called to preach the Gospel to the people of China and 
Japan. Raise up in this and every land evangelists and heralds of your kingdom, 
that your Church may proclaim the unsearchable riches of our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen

Lessons
James 1:2–4,12

 My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any kind, consider it 
nothing but joy,  because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
endurance; and let endurance have its full effect, so that you may be 
mature and complete, lacking in nothing.  Blessed is anyone who endures 
temptation. Such a one has stood the test and will receive the crown of life 
that the Lord has promised to those who love him.



Psalm 73:24–28

24  You will guide me by your counsel, *and afterwards receive me with 
glory.

25  Whom have I in heaven but you? *and having you I desire nothing upon 
earth. 

26  Though my flesh and my heart should waste away, *God is the strength 
of my heart and my portion for ever.

27  Truly, those who forsake you will perish; *you destroy all who are 
unfaithful.

28  But it is good for me to be near God; *I have made the Lord God my 
refuge.

John 16:25–33
 “I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I 
will no longer speak to you in figures, but will tell you plainly of the Father.  On 
that day you will ask in my name. I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on 
your behalf;  for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and 
have believed that I came from God.  I came from the Father and have come into 
the world; again, I am leaving the world and am going to the Father.”

 His disciples said, “Yes, now you are speaking plainly, not in any figure of 
speech!  Now we know that you know all things, and do not need to have anyone 
question you; by this we believe that you came from God.”  Jesus answered them, 
“Do you now believe?  The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be 
scattered, each one to his home, and you will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone 
because the Father is with me.  I have said this to you, so that in me you may have 
peace. In the world you face persecution. But take courage; I have conquered the 
world!”


