November 25 James Otis Sargent Huntington Priest and Monk, 1935
In the Rule for the Order of the Holy Cross, James Huntington wrote: “Holiness is the brightness
of divine love, and love is never idle; it must accomplish great things.” Commitment to active
ministry rooted in the spiritual life was the guiding principle for the founder of the first
permanent Episcopal monastic community for men in the United States. James Otis Sargent
Huntington was born in Boston in 1854. After graduation from Harvard, he studied theology at
St. Andrew’s Divinity School in Syracuse, New York, and was ordained deacon and priest by his
father, the first Bishop of Central New York. In 1880 and 1881, he ministered in a working-class
congregation at Calvary Mission, Syracuse.While attending a retreat at St. Clement’s Church,
Philadelphia, Huntington received a call to the religious life. He considered joining the Society
of St. John the Evangelist, which had by that time established a province in the United States, but
he resolved to found an indigenous American community. Huntington and two other priests
began their common life at Holy Cross Mission on New York’s Lower East Side, ministering
with the Sisters of St. John Baptist among poor immigrants. The taxing daily regimen of
Eucharist, prayer, and long hours of pastoral work soon forced one priest to leave for reason of
health. The other dropped out for lack of a vocation. Huntington went on alone; and on
November 25, 1884, his life vow was received by Bishop Potter of New York. As Huntington
continued his work among the immigrants, with emphasis on helping young people, he became
increasingly committed to the social witness of the Church. His early involvements in the singletax movement and the labor union movement were instrumental in the eventual commitment of
The Episcopal Church to social ministries.
The Order attracted vocations, and, as it grew in the ensuing years, the community moved, first
to Maryland, and, in 1902, to West Park, New York, where it established the monastery which is
its mother house. Huntington served as Superior on several occasions, continuing his energetic
round of preaching, teaching, and spiritual counsel until his death on June 28, 1935.
Collect O loving God, by your grace your servant James Huntington gathered a community
dedicated to love and discipline and devotion to the holy Cross of our Savior Jesus Christ: Send
your blessing on all who proclaim Christ crucified, and move the hearts of many to look upon
him and be saved; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
Lessons
Nehemiah 5:1–12

Now the men and their wives raised a great outcry against their fellow Jews. Some were
saying, “We and our sons and daughters are numerous; in order for us to eat and stay
alive, we must get grain.” Others were saying, “We are mortgaging our fields, our
vineyards and our homes to get grain during the famine.” Still others were saying, “We
have had to borrow money to pay the king’s tax on our fields and vineyards. Although
we are of the same flesh and blood as our fellow Jews and though our children are as
good as theirs, yet we have to subject our sons and daughters to slavery. Some of our
daughters have already been enslaved, but we are powerless, because our fields and our
vineyards belong to others.”
When I heard their outcry and these charges, I was very angry. I pondered them in my

mind and then accused the nobles and officials. I told them, “You are charging your own
people interest!” So I called together a large meeting to deal with them and said: “As far
as possible, we have bought back our fellow Jews who were sold to the Gentiles. Now
you are selling your own people, only for them to be sold back to us!” They kept quiet,
because they could find nothing to say.
So I continued, “What you are doing is not right. Shouldn’t you walk in the fear of our
God to avoid the reproach of our Gentile enemies? I and my brothers and my men are
also lending the people money and grain. But let us stop charging interest! Give back to
them immediately their fields, vineyards, olive groves and houses, and also the interest
you are charging them—one percent of the money, grain, new wine and olive oil.”
“We will give it back,” they said. “And we will not demand anything more from them.
We will do as you say.”
Then I summoned the priests and made the nobles and officials take an oath to do what
they had promised.
Psalm 119:161–168
161 Rulers have persecuted me without a cause, *but my heart stands in awe of your word.
162 I am as glad because of your promise *as one who finds great spoils.
163 As for lies, I hate and abhor them, *but your law is my love.
164 Seven times a day do I praise you, *because of your righteous judgments.
165Great peace have they who love your law; *for them there is no stumbling block.
166 I have hoped for your salvation, O Lord, *and I have fulfilled your commandments.
167 I have kept your decrees *and I have loved them deeply.
168 I have kept your commandments and decrees, *for all my ways are before you.
John 6:34–38
“Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.”
Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. But as I told you, you have seen me and still you
do not believe. All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will
never drive away. For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of
him who sent me.

